PREFACE

he following Variations for two Oboes and English Horn on the Theme “La ci
darem la mano” (“Give me thy hand, beloved”) from Mozart’s “Don Giovanni”,
are now being published for the first time from the Ms. in possession of the Royal
Library in Berlin (collection Artaria, No. 149). They date from the master’s early
Viennese period, — probably from the year 1795, — soon after the composition of the
well-known Trio for the same combination of instruments, later on published as Op. 87.
Nottebohm has verified that the work was performed on the 23 of December 1797
by the musicians Czerwenka, Reuter and Teimer at the Wiener National-Hoftheater
(National Court Theatre in Vienna), at a concert for widows and orphans, but it still
remained in Ms. The fact that Beethoven, who was notably critical as regards the
publication of his works, offered these Variations to the firm of C. F. Peters in Leipzig
as late as 1822 (see letter dated Dec. 22°‘) proves that he considered them worthy
of publication, and justifies the present edition of this graceful and effective little work,
in which Oboe-players will surely appreciate a welcome addition to their meagre stock
of solo literature. — Hugo Riemann gives a short commentary on the work in Vol. IL
of Thayer’s Biography of Beethoven (p. 43.f) to which the reader is referred.
Beethoven’s Ms. is only scantily provided with indications for dynamics and ex-
pression. Most of these, as well as other indications for rendering and phrasing have
been supplied by the editor, and must be considered as purely optional suggestions.
For instance, in the demi-semiquaver figures of the fifth Variation, the 1* Oboe player'
is at liberty to choose a different phrasing in place of that indicated, according to his
breathing capacity. — As the publishers propose to include a critically revised
edition of the score of these Variations in a contemplated additional supplementary volume
of Beethoven’s works, no attempt has been made in this “practical” edition to dis-
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